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Dear Friends,

It’s that time of year, the end of our fiscal year when we celebrate our

Founders and our wonderful volunteers. Please sign up early for our
annual luncheon to be held on Saturday, June 25t. Our speaker will be
Mia Rook, the Education Director for the Texas Historical Commission :
at the Landmark Inn Historical site in Castroville, TX. She will be :
speaking on “The Military Men of Castroville”, which will discuss the
men who lived in Castroville and served in wars ranging from the Civil
War to WWII and how Castroville as a town was a part of the efforts for:
those wars. There will also be some interesting door prizes this year!

Please RSVP for the Luncheon by June 15%! With four choices on
the menu, there ought to be something to tempt your appetite!
Birthday cake for dessert! Please see the flyer elsewhere in the
newsletter.

We are delighted to have reached that nice round number of 500
members! However, for various reasons, we have had a drop in duty
librarian volunteers. We need more to avoid overusing our current
volunteers. Training is provided and volunteering is a fabulous way to
learn the treasures in our library. When we have enough volunteers,
one duty day per month is all that is required. (The internet has
provided me with many happy dances, but I have had more from the
books and periodicals in our library! It is NOT all on the internet!) :
Without an increase in volunteers, we will have to take a serious look at
shortening the hours we are open, something we have not had to do in
years. Won't you please help? :

We are planning an open house/orientation for members, new and old, :
for some time in August, with librarian assistance to help you discover :
treasures in every room. We will topped this off with refreshments in
the Dwyer Center. Additional details on this after the next board
meeting. (Cont. pg. 3)


https://txsaghs.org/

SAGHS Wants You!

To step up to volunteer for one of these
positions:

15t VP: To obtain speakers for our General

Membership Meetings, Plan for the Founders
Day Luncheon & Seminar.

Duty Librarians: To keep our doors open and
assist our members.

Our Heritage Editor: Coordinate and

collaborate with authors to produce the Journal.

Project Manager for the Bexar County
Paupers Book: This proposed book has been
in the works for the last couple of year. The
previous manager had to resign due to personal
issues. This project will involve transcribing
records from images provided by the Bexar
County Archives. Additional information about
some of the paupers will be added to round out
the proposed book. If interested, please contact
Publications Chair, Nancy Mabie at
publications@txsaghs.org

New Members

Rodney Anderson
Chris Carlen

Lynn Kancian
Michelle LaFontain
Christopher Miller

Elizabeth Prike
Brittany Wirsing

Submitted by Linda Monts

Meetings
Board Meeting:
Sat. June 11that 10 am
Roosevelt Auditorium
Sat. July 9 at 10 am
Roosevelt Auditorium

General Membership Meeting:
Business will be conducted at the
Founders’ Day Luncheon
Sat. June 25th at the Alamo Café

No Meeting in July or August

Membership Renewal Time

Please complete your renewal
application in person, by mail or online.

Before renewing, please be certain that
you really need to renew. Log into your
account in the Members Only section of
the San Antonio Genealogical and
Historical Society website. If you see a
red banner at the top that says “Your
membership will expire in xx days at
midnight”, then you need to renew. If
you are unable to log in or want a quick
answer, please contact Linda Monts,
Membership Chair at:
membership@txsaghs.org.

Thanks.



Editorial Note:

Changes to our Newsletter

Beginning with the next Newsletter (August 2022 issue ), our publication date will be on the
10th of the month (August, September, October, November, January, February, March, April,
May and June). We hope this change will enable us to bring updated information about our
Membership Meetings, Annual Seminar and Founders’ Day Luncheon.

Additionally we hope to host two columns with Member input in the following categories:

e Atreasure found in our SAGHS Library.

This would include a brief description of how a particular item found in our Library
aided in your research.

e Technology Tidbits

Short articles from personal knowledge, or derived from other resources to help keep
us up-to-date on changing technology, scams, hacks etc.; and how to cope with it all.

If you would like to submit information on either of these topics, please send to
Publications@txsaghs.org and in the subject line type “Newsletter”. Thanks.

Class Suggestion Survey

It is that time of year to hear from the SAGHS membership about their suggestions for the
2023 classes and workshops. Attached to this newsletter is a listing of “2023 Suggestions for
Classes/Workshops” for you to complete and return to the Library. This may be done by
either emailing the attached or leaving it at the Library. There is also space to add additional
programs not previously listed plus a line to volunteer to teach a class. Your assistance is
greatly appreciated and the results will be addressed to finalize the 2023 program at the
September Education Committee Meeting.

Submitted by: Nancy McNamara, Education Committee Chair

President’s Message (cont.)

The bid for high-density shelving for the Reference Room came in at a much higher than expected
and did not receive board approval to proceed at this time. I for one don’t see the price on anything
dropping any time soon, but our Facilities Mgr. Kurt Kneeland will continue to look for other
solutions.

A Facilities Use Agreement with price list has been developed to allow members in good standing to
use the Dwyer Center for their personal get-togethers, or for meetings of organizations they
represent. The forms are available and are self-explanatory. For details, see your President. Thanks
to the committee that hammered out the details; Steve Mabie, Barbara Holmes, Nancy McNamara,
Rob Lewis and Kurt Kneeland.

Support culture and art by
amazon:-inie  shopping at smile.amazon.com
Shop now »

Make us Smile, when you shop at Amazon! Login at:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-6053342
and designate SAGHS for Amazon to donate .5% of the price of your eligible purchases to us.
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METHODS «/SOURCES

by Leslie Tomlinson, CG

County Court Records: Court Minute and Order Books

Matters brought before county courts are recorded by clerks in different ways in
different counties and states. Typically county clerks used minute books to record a
short entry and order books for a longer synopsis of the day-to-day occurrences in
county courts. Minute books usually recorded the month and year of the events, such as
“October Term 1840, but if you carefully page through the records you may find the
exact day of each session of the term. Officers of the court are listed and the beginning
and the meeting place of the court, often at someone’s house. When you find a filing of
interest you should follow it until it is resolved to be sure you understand its full
meaning. Counties may have one or both kinds of books for separate courts, such as
probate minute books or chancery order books. There are many types of events
recorded, from civil and more minor criminal cases to manumission of slaves,
appointment of officials, tax matters, and licenses for taverns and mills. Below is a
sampling of record types. Many have been digitized and are easy to access at Family
Search or Ancestry, but to get the most use out of these records, find out what records
live at your county clerk’s office and local and state archives and then plan to explore
them. There’s nothing like looking at the originals. It’s time to get out on the road again!

Why research these records?

Trace the movements of an ancestor.

Finding the earliest mention of an ancestor in a particular place can be helpful to
establish his identify and movements. On 17 October 1796, William Wills was ordered
to lay out a road with other named individuals. A description of where the intended
road was to be located is included in the minutes—*“... leading the nearest and best way
from Wills’ fork of Sharps Road, to the ford of the far fork of River where the Old
Kentucky

road crosses the same ... .” This information will be useful in understanding when
William came to the county, in what part of the county he lived, and in locating deeds
and tax records. Also noting the people who were appointed with him may give you
clues to neighbors who may have migrated to the county with him from another area.
Look at all the pages during your ancestor’s purported lifetime to see in what other
actions he participated.

Directly after this entry is another one appointing an overseer for a new road. Hands
that will work the road are identified as well. In this case they are to come from thelocal
militia units commanded by Captains Abraham Young, Wills & Havards E .
Apparently, the above-named William Wills held the rank of captain in the local group.

Referenced websites were accessed on 20 April 2022.
Y FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/007642499) digital film 007642499, image 41,
Robertson Co., Tenn., Court Minute Book 1:7, William Wills order, 17 October 1796.


http://www.familysearch.org/search/film/007642499)
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“During Tennessee’s first years, the militia was useful as a support mechanism for
Tennessee’s bureaucratic processes. It was the framework by which men paid taxes and
voted. Militiamen also built roads.”2 The hands were neighbors who had a vested
interest in keeping up the roads in the area. Knowing their names will help you place
your ancestor on the map. Correlate these names with those in deed books, censuses,
and tax records to pinpoint residences and ensure same-named individuals aren’t

confused.
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1796 Tennessee Road Order

Find an ancestor’s death date before civil registration.

On 10 June 1833, the executors of Samuel Watson’s estate presented his will in the
McCracken County, Kentucky court.3 Civil registration in Kentucky began in 1911 so this
may be the only evidence of his death.4If the will books are extant then you may find a
copy of his will there, but if not, this is direct evidence that he died close to this date.
Carefully examine the other names listed, such as the subscribing witnesses to his will
and the securities for the bond. They may be relatives, neighbors, or close associates and
should be identified. The amount of the bond posted is significant and depended upon
the estate’s worth. This will give you an idea of your ancestor’s economic standing in the
community if you compare the amount to others in the county.

2Smith, Trevor Augustine, “Pioneers, Patriots, and Politicians: The Tennessee Militia System, 1772-1857,” PhD
diss.; University of Tennessee, 2003, ix.

3Formi/ySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/008114423) digital film 008114423, image 137,
McCracken Co., Ky., Court Order Book A:166, Samuel Watson will presented, 10 June 1833.

* Bettie Cummings Cook, NGS Research in the States Series: Kentucky (Arlington: National Genealogical Society,

2012), 41.
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1833 Will Presented in Kentucky Court

Determine maiden names and family relationships.

The document below lists a case between two couples: Benjamin Watson and wife Anne,
formerly Anne Davis, and William P. Thomas and wife Sarah, formerly Sarah Davis.5
The wives carry the same surname, and the case is over the estate of Walter Davis.
Likely these are two sisters whose father is Walter Davis. However, more research is
needed. This entry might be the only record giving the maiden names of these two
women.
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Civil Case Virginia 1814

Find your ancestor in apprenticeship records.

Very often when a child became orphaned or the family came under difficult
circumstances they were “bound out” to learn a trade so that they would not become a
burden to the community. In the example below several detailed pieces of information
are presented—the boy’s full name, Joseph Payne Hall, and his age of 14 on 15 July
1809. The man who was to be his master was John Scott who was to teach him the “art

> FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/008357570), digital film 008357570, image 41,
Powhatan Co., Va., Record Book 12:35, Watson and wife vs Davis’s estate, 18 February 1814.
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of farming.”¢ If Joseph or John are your target individuals look for other records of their
relationship in apprenticeship bonds books if available in your county or state archives.
Find the men in censuses to see how successful the apprenticeship turned out to be.

North Carolina Apprenticeship Indenture 1809

Find African American individuals before Emancipation.

African American research can be quite challenging. In North Carolina “Pre-Civil War
records consist of slave importation declarations, plantation records, emancipation
records, apprenticeship bonds for freedmen, North Carolina hiring practices, census
records, white family records, church and cemetery records, military records, vital
records, and numerous North Carolina court records. African American vital records
were usually recorded in separate books for many years.””

Below is evidence of a boy’s full name and birthdate, something seldom found in county
records for an African American child. Knowing where your slave or freedman ancestor
lived and where to look for records is key. This young boy of color named Harvey Turner
was four on 25 February 1809. He was to be indentured until he reached the age of 21.
He was bound to Michael V. Brown with Malar Stacey providing the security.® Research
all three individuals to learn the fate of Harvey.
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North Carolina Apprenticeship Indenture 1809 for Person of Color

® FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/008579294 : accessed 18 April 2022) digital film
008579294, image 11, Caswell Co., N.C., Court Minutes 1809-1823, unnumbered, Joseph Payne Hall
apprenticeship order, 27 September 1809.

” FamilySearch Wiki (https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page), “African American Resources for North
Carolina,” rev., .

® FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/search/film/008579294 : accessed 18 April 2022) digital film
008579294, image 11, Caswell Co., N.C., Court Minutes 1809-1823, unnumbered, Joseph Payne Hall
apprenticeship order, 27 September 1809.
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Minute and order books are great sources of information about our ancestors. Taking
the time to page through them can provide context and perspective and undoubtedly
enrich our understanding of their lives.

Resources

Elizabeth Shown Mills. “QuickLesson 23: No. Records Do Not Speak for

Themselves.” Evidence Explained: Historical Analysis, Citation & Source

Usage. https://www.evidenceexplained.com/content/quick-lesson-23-no-records-do-
not-speak-themselves : 2022.

Christine Rose. Courthouse Research for Family Historians. San Jose, California: CR
Publications, 2004. At SAGHS library: RF 00000 (258).

Judy G. Russell. “Order in Virginia courts.” The Legal Genealogist, 2 April 2019.
https://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog : 2019.

Szucs, Loretto and Sandra Luebking, editors. The Source: A Guidebook to American
Genealogy, Third Edition. Provo, Utah: Ancestry, 2006. See pages 283—284. At SAGHS
library: RF 00000 (151).
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New Books

Call Number Title Author
RF 11002 (9) Index to Series I of American Loyalist Claims Dwyer, Clifford S.
(Compiled)
RF 14002 (6) Official Confederate Roll of Honor Adjutant and Inspector-
General's Office, state of
Virginia
RF 14004 (141) | War of the Rebellion: Official Records of the Union and Scott, Robert N.
Confederate Armies, Series 1, Vol. 45, Part 1
RF 14004 (142) | Union Cavalry in the Civil War. Volume 1, From Fort Starr, Stephen Z.
Sumter to Gettysburg, 1861-1863
RF 14004 (143) | Glory Road: The Bloody Route From Fredericksburg to Catton, Bruce
Gettysburg
RF 33000 (1) Rags - Riches - Pennies; The story of Edward Grayland Taylor, Patricia Sourbier E.
Sourbier, An American Entrepreneur and Chaplain James C.
Taylor
RF 33004 ross Betsy Ross and the Making of America Miller, Marla R.

TN 00006 (5)

Tennessee Land Grants, Volume 1, Surnames A - K

Byron, Barbara and Samuel
Sistler

TN 00006 (6) Tennessee Land Grants, Volume 2, Surnames L-Z & Cross | Byron, Barbara and Samuel
Index Sistler
TN hayw8 Haywood County, Tennessee: Marriage Records, 1859- Fischer, Marjorie Hood
1879, Books 1-8 (compiler)
TN laud2 Lauderdale County, Tennessee 1840 Census, 1850 Davis, Bettie B.
Census, and 1850 Mortality Schedule (Transcribed)
TN laud8 Lauderdale County, Tennessee Marriages, 1838-1867, Davis, Bettie B. (Comp. &
Published)
TN laud8 Lauderdale County, Tennessee Marriages, 1867-1886 Davis, Bettie B. (Comp. &
Publishedo
TN madi8 Madison County, Tennessee Marriages, 1838-1873 Sistler, Byron and Barbara
Sistler
TN madi8 Madison County, Tennessee Tombstone Inscriptions James, Ingram and Mamie
Jerome, WPA
TN Roang Roots of Roane County, Tennessee. 1792- Roberts, Snyder E.

TX 00000 (67)

It Happened in Texas: Remarkable Events that Shaped
History

Crutchfield, James

TX 00002 (28) | Confederate Veterans of Bandera County and the Sabinal | Smith, Shirley Blackmore
Canyon

TX 00004 (343) | San Antonio Early History and Historical Plaques Garbich, Frank V.

TX 00004 (344) | Texas Flags Maberry, Robert, Jr.

TX 00004 (345) | Big Men Walked Here! The story of Washington-on-the Siegel, Stanley
Brazos

TX 00004 (346) | Alphonse in Austin Hart, Katherine

TX 00004 (346) | Unsung Heroes of Texas Ruff, Ann

TX 00004 (347) | Texas Treasure Coast Townsend, Tom

TX 00004 (348) | Alamo Sourcebook. 1836: A Comprehensive Guide to the | Todish, Tim and Terry

Alamo and The Texas Revolution

Todish

Submitted by Beverly Rakowitz
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Let’s See Those Smiles!

The opportunity to have your photo included in the 2022-2023 Membership Yearbook is approaching
for:

e New members and members whose photos are not in the 2021-2022 Membership Yearbook,
but who would like to have their pictures in the 2022-2023 Yearbook.

e Members whose photos are in the 2021-2022 Yearbook, but who would prefer to have a
different photo in the 2022-2023 Yearbook. If your photo appeared in the 2021-2022 Yearbook
and you are satisfied with it, do not send in anotherphoto.

Members may submit a photo until 31 July 2022. For those wishing to stop in at the Dwyer Center
to have their photo taken, our in-house photographer, Ray Weiland, will be available to take photos at
the Dwyer Center on the following dates and times:

Tuesday June 28 -- 10 am to 12 noon
Saturday July 16 -- 10 am to 12 noon
Tuesday July 26 -- 10 am to 12 noon

Those members who wish to submit a photo of themselves by post or by email need to follow these
guidelines:

¢ Photos must be received no later than 31 July2022.
» Any photo received after 31 July will not appear in the 2022-2023 Membership
Yearbook.
« Late submittals will be archived and used in future yearbooks.
+ Either color or black and white photos may be submitted, even though the member photos
will appear in the yearbook in black and white only.
¢ Member photos should contain head and shoulders only — not a group photo or full body
photo.
¢ Photo should have a solid or uncluttered background. All submitted photos will be
changed to a neutral background and converted to black and white.
No newspaper photos or clippings should be submitted.
Photos should be reasonably recent (no childhood photos,for example).
Joint members should each submit a separate photo.
Mailed-in photos will not be returned unless the member includes a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with adequate postage.
Submitted photos may be used for a five-year period.
Photos submitted by post should be clearly labeled on the back of the photo with the name
of the individual.
+ Hard copies of photos should be mailed to SAGHS, 911 Melissa Dr., San Antonio,
TX 78213.
+ Digital photos should be emailed with the subject line “Photo Submission” to_
publications@txsaghs.org and may also be emailed to cbbrussell@sbcglobal.net.

* & & o

* o

Charles B. Brussells
Editor and Graphics Layout,
SAGHS Membership Yearbook
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Contact Us

SAGHS, 911 Melissa Dr
San Antonio TX 78213-2024
210-342-5242
https://txsaghs.org

President:

Barbara Froebel
President@txsaghs.org
15tVice President: vacant
FirstVP@txsaghs.org
2ndVice President: (Membership)
Linda Monts
Membership@txsaghs.org
3rdVice President (Finance)
Ray Weiland
ThirdVP @txsaghs.org
Librarian

Laura Grover
Librarian @txsaghs.org
Education & Volunteers
Nancy McNamara
Education @txsaghs.org
Registrar

Steve Mabie
Registrar@txsaghs.org
Publicity

Ray Weiland
Publicity@txsaghs.org
Newsletter Editor
Barbara Holmes
Publications@txsaghs.org
Webmaster

Rob Lewis
Webmaster@txsaghs.org

Library Hours:
Sun.: 1pm —5pm
Mon.: 10 am - 4 pm
Wed.: 10 am — 7pm
Sat.: 10 am — 4 pm
Library Closures:

New Year’s Day, Easter, Mother’s Day,
Memorial Day, Father’s Day, June 25,

Independence Day, Labor Day,
Seminar, Thanksgiving Eve,
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day. New Year’s Eve
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Upcoming Events at SAGHS

Classes are held in the Dwyer Center
Social distancing will be respected
Please Pre-register by calling the Library at
210-342-5242 or via email to: education@txsaghs.org

Sat. June 4
FamilyTreeDNA.com
10 am — 12 pm
Annette Graham

Wed. June 8

Family Tree
Maker/WikiTree
10 am — 12 pm
Scott Atkinson

Sat. June 11
DNA Consultation Hr.
10 am, 11 am, 12 pm
Annette Graham

Sun. June 12
Using FamilySearch.org
2 pm — 4 pm
Marianne Collier

Sun. June 26
Organizing Your Research
2 pm — 4 pm
Marianne Collier

Please call to reserve

your place in these
wonderful classes!!

Sat. July 9
DNA Consult Hr.
10 am, 11 am, 12 pm

Annette Graham

Sun. July 10

Finding Collateral
Ancestors with DNA
2 pm — 4 pm
Annette Graham

Wed. July 13
Family Tree
Maker/WikiTree
10 am — 12 pm
Scott Atkinson

Sun. July 17
Writing Your Family
History
2 pm — 4 pm
Diane Scannell Teaser

Sat. July 30
North Carolina Consult
Hr.

10:30, 11:30, 12: 30
Marianne Collier

Sat. Aug. 6

GED Match

10 am 12 pm
Annette Graham
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SAN ANTONIO GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2023 Suggestions for Classes/Workshops
Please check the box to the left of any classes you would like to attend in 2023.
Bring or mail the completed form to SAGHS 911 Melissa Dr., San Antonio TX 78213

DNA

Non-US Research

DNA Subscription Classes: Ancestry

Mexican Research

DNA Subscription Classes: Family Tree

German Migration to Pennsylvania

DNA Subscription Classes: 23& Me

Western Canada prior to 1850

DNA Subscription Classes: My Heritage

Spanish Records

DNA Subscription Classes: GED Match

Scotland Research

GED Match Strategies

Germany in Early to Mid-1800's

Using DNA to Break Down Brick Walls

Germany-Prussia 1800-1860

Ancestry Strategies, Group Clusters

German Migration thru Mexico

Places

German Catholic Church Records

Pre-WW!II Germany Research

North Carolina 1800-1870

Mississippi

Immigration

Colonial Virginia 1800-1870

Naturalization Records

Tennessee before the Civil War

Immigration to the US 1700's

Colonial America 1700-1800

Immigration to the US 1800's

New England Research

Immigration to the US 1900's

Land Records

West Virginia

General Research Needs

Early Settling of North & South America

Tracking Surname Spelling and Changes

War Research

Search For Vital Records

Disposing of Genealogy Research

American Revolution

Post Civil War

Computer Skills

Military Research WW |

Google - Google Earth

Military Research WW I

Attaching Audio/Video to Profiles

Widow and Child Pension Records

Photo Scanning, Editing & Preservation

Documentation Skills

Scanning Techniques (.jpeg, .tiff etc.)

Using Subscription Databases to Research
Collateral Ancestors

Citing Your Sources Excel
How to Read Various Documents
(beginners) History GEO

Use of LDS Translation Books

Transcribing/Translating German Texas
and Colonial Handwriting

I would be willing to teach (specify class):

Other Topics (please specify):

Name:

Phone:
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San Antonio Genealogical & Historical Society
~ Founders Day 63rd Birthday Celebration ~

Please join us on Saturday, June 25", 2022 for our
Annual Founders Day Luncheon
at the Alamo Café, 14250 San Pedro Ave.

Guest speaker will be Mia Rook, Education Director at the Landmark Inn historic site in
Castroville, TX. Mia will tell us about the site and the Military Men of Castroville.

New Incoming Directors will be sworn in, Outgoing Directors will be honored
Tickets for our 2022 quilt will be on sale

We will begin festivities at 11:30 am, Luncheon will be served at noon, come early and help
us celebrate our 63" birthday and 1%t Families of Bexar County honorees and our very special
Volunteers!

On the Menu

Sizzling Fajitas
Tender strips of Fajita Meat served on a sizzling’ skillet with sautéed bell peppers & onions; served with rice, beans,
pico de gallo, guacamole and flour tortillas

Fiesta Platter
Cheese enchilada, crispy beef taco, bean & cheese chalupa & tostada con queso.
Served with rice & Beans

Chicken Fried Steak
Fresh, tender beef specially battered, fried golden brown & covered in dream gravy: served with fries & seasoned
green beans

Fajita Ensalada (Gluten Free)
Crisp mixed greens topped with charbroiled beef or chicken fajitas, American and Monterey Jack cheese, tomatoes,
and fresh guacamole.

Coffee, Tea & Soda — unlimited refills

$30.00 per person - your check is your reservation. RSVP by June 15
SAGHS, 911 Melissa Dr. SAT 78213

Name Phone
Address

Email:

Menu Choice(s):

No. of attendees x $30.00ea =%

See you there!
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