An Obituary for a Texas Ranger

This obituary clipping from an unknown newspaper or newsletter, part of the Cook
Collection held in the vertical files of the SAGHS library, is the obituary of a man named as
a Texas Ranger in the clipping. The obituary reads in part:

James C. Cook...was born in Albama [sic], 1848 his parents moved to San Antonio, Texas
when he was ten years old. He went from there to Uvalde, Texas, when a young man.

Here he served faithfully and efficiently as a Texas Ranger for two yeatrs...

The obituary tells the reader that James C. Cook
moved to Eddy County, New Mexico in 1892
where he practiced farming and working with
stock. This clipping neither names the date of
death of this man, nor the location of his death.
James C. Cook lived at Lakewood, New Mexico
(between Carlsbad and Artesia), and that he died
on 12 June 1912 at the Sisters Hospital (now St.
Francis Hospital in Carlsbad).

Was this man a Texas Ranger? The files donated
to the SAGHS library and named as the Cook
Collection do not provide the evidence that
James C. Cook was a Texas Ranger, other than
the statement in the obituary. There were an
estimated 8,000 to 10,000 Texas Rangers since
1823, and that due to fires, floods and record
disposals there are gaps in the records. But
clippings such as the one noted here - and other
materials in the vertical files of the SAGHS
Library - can offer excellent starting points for the
researcher.

Another old settler
( Gone to Lis Reward)

Jazes C.Cook.,a Pecos Valley,
Resident of twenty years, orossed
- the dark River ¥Wednesday.

James C.Cook of this oity,dled
at the Bistero Mospital ,Carslad,
Yodneaday ,the 123tk inst.at
H G:30 P.X.after & lingering illness
extending over several month.

Mr Cook,was born in Albaza, X
1648 hie parents moved to
Ban Autonio ,Texas when Re was
ten yoars old.He went from there
to Unalde ,Texng,yben a young =an.
Nere he served faithfullyand
effolently ae a Texas Nanger for
two years,and was onttle inspector
Ant-oounty.He mate-a nusber of —-=
‘sucoessful tripe ove r the ocattle trall
“iuto Kanbas.
e oame %o what is'pow Dad
oountry New Mexioco ,in the fal
.xm%,.mm; af 014 Seven
Nyers,whiod was then the only
trading poit 4o this seotion.Hs has
followed tar-lng and workisg with stook
sinoe he osme to New Nexioo.
His Wife and oompanion the
mother of his obud.ron,dod eleveon
yoarsa ago aod wae buried at the
Mo vomdﬁ cemetery ten miles weat
of Lakewpod, and thither Ris remaln
~were taken oo Thursday,
Yollowed by = hrgo nusbe r of
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Newspaper clippings, obituaries, licenses of various types, letters, family stories and
photographs can all be found in the vertical files of the SAGHS library. These files have

been digitized for viewing on the computers at the library, or the original files can be viewed

with the librarian’s assistance. What finds await you when you use the vertical files?



